Effect of intestinal ischemia on pulmonary surfactant. An experimental study.
The infective factor seems to be very important in the physiopathology of intestinal ischaemia syndrome, as we suggested in previous research works, and is probably responsible for the disturbances observed in pulmonary surfactant. In the present research project, 48 mongrel dogs were studied under different situations of experimental intestinal ischaemia (arterial, venous and revascularization) after laparotomy and the pulmonary surfactant was determined in all cases. We conclude that the observed changes in phospholipids (phosphatidylglycerol and phosphatidylinositol particularly) can be directly related to the infective factor and important enough to induce physicochemical alterations of the surfactant and subsequently pulmonary function.